[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear editor,
Please find enclosed a modified version of my Microreview manuscript, titled “How Acanthamoeba polyphaga mimivirus changed virology.” To address the concerns and comments raised by my three reviewers and the writing fellow I met with, I have made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Microreviews in Cell and Molecular Biology. 
Sincerely,
Jay Moore

Reviewer 1:
1. I appreciated your thoughtful and helpful feedback, especially the fact that you caught my missing reference. That certainly would have been an embarrassing slip up. I also found the feedback about adding in the size of viral genomes for reference to be very helpful. 
2. Due to your feedback, I added the missing reference in my citation section, added data about how small viral genomes typically are, and added the title of the paper that I was reviewing in the microreview. 
Reviewer 2:
1. I appreciated your very positive and flattering feedback! While I would have appreciated some constructive criticism, it’s nice that you didn’t feel like the paper needed any.
2. I did not change anything based off your review, since it did not suggest any changes.
Reviewer 3:
1. I appreciate you taking the time to read my manuscript and give your feedback. 
2. I found your suggestions and criticisms a little vague and hard to implement. I felt that I did elaborate on the importance of viral research enough and did not add to this section. You did, however, suggest answering the questions I posed in my manuscript. I can’t answer these questions, but I reworded them so that they were statements rather than open-ended questions. 
