Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a modified version of my Microreview manuscript “Benefits of Human Breastmilk on the Gut Microbiome of Infants”. To address the concerns and comments raised by 3 reviewers, I made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Microreviews in Cell and Molecular Biology.

Sincerely,

Brianna Hamilton 


Reviewer 1:
1. Although I did not agree with every comment from Reviewer 1, I did appreciate their critiques and feedback.
2. However, I did not revise my manuscript based on any of their critiques. They suggested to add more research, but I was happy with the amount on the original manuscript. They had also said to fix grammatical errors, but my writing fellow and I both read over the Microreview multiple times and did not find any grammatical errors.

Reviewer 2:
1. I found the comments made by Reviewer 2 very helpful! I really enjoyed reading their feedback and critiques. Their comments helped me improve my Microreview.
2. The comment about adding more sources to help support factual correctness really helped me and I added another source that I found helpful and relevant to my topic. Reviewer 2 suggested that I explain how breastfeeding helps infants all over the world. My sources came from different countries, so I felt it did not need to be too in depth on this. However, I did add a few sentences comparing how bad bacteria effects infants in developing countries versus developed countries. Lastly, the reviewer suggested that I use stronger terminology for my audience.
For this suggestion, I changed some of my wording and added some stronger sentences.

Reviewer 3:
1. I found the comments made by Reviewer 3 very helpful! I really appreciate the time and effort that this reviewer put in the comments. Reviewer 3 helped me improve my Microreview.
2. Reviewer 3 suggested that I explain which months were the most crucial for infants to receive healthy bacteria and why. I added to my manuscript that the most important months for infants to create a healthy microbiome was early on (24 months). This reviewer also suggested that I give an example of some of the bad bacteria and explain why they’re bad for infants. I used Cronobacter sakazakii as an example. I explained how it can be found in certain infant formulas’ and the harmful diseases it can cause (meningitis, sepsis, etc..) Reviewer 3 also suggested that I shorten up my abstract to less than 200 words, which I found very helpful. My abstract was well over 200 words so I shortened it up and revised it.
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