Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a modified version of my Microreview manuscript “Extremophiles and Their Future in Space”. To address the concerns and comments raised by the 3 reviewers, I made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Microreviews in Cell and Molecular Biology.

Sincerely,

Codi Sandefur


Reviewer 1:
1. Comments of Reviewer 1 were helpful.
2. I considered explaining what an acidophile and thermophile were but didn’t. My decision not to explain what they are is that I believe that the majority of the audience will understand these terms.

Reviewer 2: 
1. Reviewer 2’s comments were the most helpful. 
2. I felt that adding ecological importance of the microorganisms to incorporate them into the terraforming aspect of Mars would require additional references in an already limited reference manuscript. 

Reviewer 3:
1. Reviewer 3’s comments were very helpful and incorporated.
2. I added explanations to terms that both the reviewer and I agreed that most of the audience might not know.  
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