[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a modified version of my high school textbook chapter manuscript “Bacteria in Our Bodies.” To address the concerns and comments raised by the 3 reviewers, I made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Microreviews in Cell and Molecular Biology.

Sincerely,

Callie Maupin


Reviewer 1:
1. Briefly state if you found the comments of Reviewer 1 helpful or not.
I found some of the things that reviewer one said to be helpful. Most of the suggestions I did not make, but it did make me revisit the specific things he mentioned to be sure that I wanted to keep it as it was. 
	
       2. What changes did you make to your manuscript as a result of the comments of Reviewer 1?
Reviewer 1 suggested that I omit the parts of the paper where I discuss environmental bacteria because the subject of the chapter was bacteria in the human body. I chose not to do this, because I think that the information is brief and it is necessary to explain how bacteria get on the human body. Reviewer 1 said that ‘however’ was used too frequently, but I did not choose to change this because it was only used three times throughout the paper. Reviewer 1 did point out that the phrasing ‘even out’ when talking about the microflora could be unclear, so I modified the wording to fix that.

Reviewer 2: 
1. Briefly state if you found the comments of Reviewer 2 helpful or not.
I did not find reviewer 2’s comments to be incredibly helpful because they did not point out anything that could be improved on. 
2. What changes did you make to your manuscript as a result of the comments of Reviewer 2?
I made no changes based on these comments. 
Reviewer 3:
1. Briefly state if you found the comments of Reviewer 3 helpful or not.
Reviewer three had a comment that made me revisit what I wanted to include in the paper, which was helpful. 
2. What changes did you make to your manuscript as a result of the comments of Reviewer 3?
I did not make any changes based on the comments made by reviewer three. They made one suggestion for a change, which was to include information about how antibiotics work in fighting infections. My paper is lengthy, and I did not think that the information was relevant enough to take out anything else to accommodate for the extra words. 

