Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a modified version of my Microreview manuscript “The Microbial World.” To address the concerns and comments raised by the 3 reviewers, I made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Microreviews in Cell and Molecular Biology. 

Sincerely,

Tess Maxfield


Reviewer 1: 
1. The comments made by this reviewer were reaffirming in regards to the factual correctness, organization, and clarity of my manuscript; however, more specific and constructive comments would have been more helpful. 
2. The reviewer made a comment to add the other two types of microbes (protozoa and algae) into the chapter. After considering this idea, I decided against it as I felt these two types are not as important for my “healthcare” theme in the chapter. 
Reviewer 2:
1. The comments from reviewer 2 were brief.
2. Reviewer 2 did not have any specific suggestions but did approve the organization of my chapter. 

Reviewer 3:
1. Reviewer 3’s comments were extremely helpful. A few changes were made from their suggestions. 
2. Reviewer 3 suggested mentioning more about specific bacterial morphological characteristics. In response to this suggestion, I added a couple of sentences about pili at the end of the bacteria section. 
3. Another suggestion from reviewer 3 was to add something at the end of the fungi section about how fungal infections are treated. I added a sentence about antifungal medicines to clear this up. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]The last suggestion that I took and implemented was to discuss that archaea are not pathogenic. I added a sentence at the end of the first paragraph in the archaea section about this. 
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