Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a modified version of my Textbook Chapter manuscript “Spotted Fever Group Rickettsia and How It “Bugs” Us.” To address the concerns and comments raised by the 3 reviewers, I made the following changes to improve and clarify the manuscript. It is my hope that these changes make the manuscript acceptable for publication in Textbook Chapters in Cell and Molecular Biology.

Sincerely,

Victoria Pickens

Reviewer 1:
1. I found the comments from Reviewer 1 useful and encouraging, but would have like more criticism to help improve the manuscript.

2. Reviewer 1 commented that there was some heavy jargon, and so I attempted to go back and explain some of the terminology. I specifically focused on better explaining the section describing the differences between the arthropods, which was pointed out to me to contain a heavy amount of jargon.

Reviewer 2: 
1. Reviewer 2 gave positive reviews, though did not explain why they though the Disease Triangle figure seemed unnecessary to them.

2. I reviewed the Disease Triangle figure that Reviewer 2 said seemed unnecessary, and decided to change the center of the pyramid so that it said “Disease: Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever” instead of just “Disease: RMSF,” that way it would be more clear that I’m giving a visual representation of the Disease Triangle for RMSF as an example.

Reviewer 3:
1. I found Reviewer 3 to be the most helpful. They gave well-explained criticism and good advice.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Reviewer 3 commented that no citation was made to support my statement that “Arthropods make up 80% of the animal kingdom,” and so I went back and included citation. I also followed their suggestion of telling the reader to look at figure 2 in the “Arthropod Vectors of SFG Ricketsia” section.

